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Water management in Arizona is a complex system of laws, rules and management authorities that 

administers water management and water rights but several other Arizona governmental agencies, 

C.1  Surface Water

  Prior 

 
Water may be appropriated for domestic, municipal, irrigation, stock watering, water power, 

Appeals decision, 

domestic or irrigation may be severed and transferred to a new location but only pursuant to 

Adjudication of Surface Water Rights
A general stream adjudication is a judicial proceeding in which the nature, extent, and relative 

Two general stream adjudications are in progress involving the Gila River and Little Colorado 
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The Department provides technical and administrative support to the adjudication court and special 
master, “in all aspects of the general adjudication with respect to which the director possesses 

Surface Water Decrees
Decreed surface water rights are those that have been determined through judicial action in a 

Federal Reserved Rights

and Little Colorado River adjudications for national parks and monuments, national forests and 

C.2  Groundwater

The withdrawal, use and transportation of groundwater in the state are regulated under the Arizona 
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The Code contains regulatory provisions applicable statewide, such as well drilling requirements 

Statewide Provisions
Statewide, all wells must be registered with the Department and new wells must be drilled by a 

proposed to recover water stored or saved underground pursuant to a storage permit must comply 

Arizona has been divided into hydrologic groundwater basins and sub-basins within some of 

designed to protect hydrologically distinct sources of groundwater supplies and the economies 

the AMAs or from a groundwater basin outside an AMA into an AMA except for certain transfers 

transported within a sub-basin, or within a basin that has not been divided into sub-basins, without 

between sub-basins in the same basin but is subject to payment of damages, except under certain 

Active Management Areas
The magnitude of overdraft in certain areas of the state led to the designation of four initial AMAs: 

means “a groundwater management goal which attempts to achieve and thereafter maintain a long-
term balance between the annual amount of groundwater withdrawn in an active management area 

non-irrigation uses and to preserve existing agricultural economies in the AMA for as long as 

General water management requirements within AMAs include:
Groundwater rights and permits including metering, reporting and fees
Well regulations
Agricultural land development restrictions
Groundwater management plans, which include agricultural, municipal and industrial 
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water conservation programs, an augmentation program, groundwater quality assessment, 
and a water management assistance program
Assured water supply program requirements for new subdivisions to have long-term 

grandfathered groundwater rights, service area rights and groundwater withdrawal permits to 

drilling permit and is subject to well spacing requirements adopted by the Department to prevent 

exceptions, any person withdrawing groundwater from a non-exempt well in an AMA must meter 
and report water use annually to the Department and is assessed an annual withdrawal fee based 

these data to determine the relationship between water supply and demand and to gage progress 

A person may withdraw groundwater from an exempt well for a non-irrigation use without a 

acre-feet of groundwater per year for non-irrigation uses other than domestic or stockwatering 

drilled on land if any part of the land is within 100 feet of the operating water distribution system of 
a municipal provider with an assured water supply designation as shown on a digitized service area 

To help achieve the water management goal of each AMA, the Code directs the Department to develop 
and implement water conservation requirements for the agricultural, municipal and industrial water 

water quality assessment and management program, an augmentation and recharge program and 

and provide the framework for implementation of Code mandates and Department policies for 

Within the AMAs, new subdivisions must demonstrate to the Department that a 100-year water 

approve a plat and before the Arizona Department of Real Estate will issue a public report allowing 

of water of adequate quality for 100-years, the groundwater use must be consistent with the AMA 
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management goal and management plan conservation requirements, and the developer must have 

however, additional restrictions and requirements apply (see Irrigation Non-Expansion Areas 

law required developers to obtain a determination from the State Land Department regarding the 

supply plans and determine whether there is an adequate water supply, unless the development will 
be served by a water provider that has been designated by the director as having an adequate water 

the State Real Estate Commissioner for disclosure to the public if water supplies are determined to 

provision by unanimous vote that requires a new subdivision to have an adequate water supply 

county does not adopt the provision, the legislation allows a city or town to adopt a local adequacy 

August, 2010 Cochise County, Yuma County, the Town of Patagonia and the Town of Clarkdale 

withdrawals for agricultural irrigation on more than 10 acres and non-irrigation withdrawals of 
more than 10 acre-feet per year from a non-exempt well must be measured and annually reported 

C.3  Colorado River Water and the Central Arizona Project

includes a number of Congressional acts, Supreme Court decisions and multi state compacts, as 
well as an international treaty. 
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Basin States; the Boulder Canyon Project Act of 1928, which authorized construction of Hoover 
Dam and established the individual lower basin state apportionments; the 1944 Water Treaty with 

1956, which authorized several dams including Glen Canyon Dam in Arizona; the United States 
Supreme Court’s decision in 
under the Boulder Canyon Project Act and assigned any surplus; the Colorado River Basin Project 

1944 Lake Mead Delivery Contract, the Colorado River Compact and the Upper Colorado River 

Central Arizona Water Conservation District
Under provisions of the CRBPA, Arizona authorized the Central Arizona Water Conservation 

CAWCD is a tax-levying public improvement district of the state responsible for system 
maintenance and operations, repayment obligations, and creating water resource management 

General Manager reports to the 15-member CAWCD Board of Directors who are popularly elected 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 
The director of the Department is authorized to “consult, advise and cooperate with the secretary of 

authorities under the Boulder Canyon Project Act; contracts for delivery of main stream Colorado 
river water for use within Arizona; powers and duties of the secretary under provisions of the 1944 
treaty with Mexico; exercise by the secretary of any authority conferred by any legislation enacted 
by Congress; and in respect to the development, negotiation and execution of interstate banking 

Arizona Water Banking Authority
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River interests and to provide for interstate banking opportunities. A.R.S. § 45-2401 et.seq. The 
primary functions of the AWBA are: to provide a stored reserve of water to communities dependent 
on the CAP during times of drought on the Colorado River; to assist Colorado River communities 
during times of shortage by providing water exchange mechanisms; to replenish depleted aquifers 
with CAP water to meet water management goals; and to provide a pool of water for use in Indian 
water rights settlements.  The AWBA can also contract with similar authorities in California and 
Nevada to allow these states to annually store unused Colorado River water in Arizona.  In the 
future, Arizona users can recover (pump) the stored water (less a 5% “cut to the aquifer”) and the 
interstate partner will draw a similar quantity directly from the Colorado River. The AWBA, the 
in-lieu recharge program and CAP pricing structures for agricultural users have promoted CAP 
utilization since the mid-1990s. Information about the Water Banking Authority is found at www.
awba.state.az.us. 

subsequent treatment in a facility that is regulated pursuant to title 49, chapter 2. Such water remains 

1989, Arizona Pub. Serv. Co. v. Long, 160 Ariz. 429, 773 P.2d 988 (1989), in which the court held 

to the laws governing surface water and groundwater.  Because the supply is not groundwater, if 

to groundwater, such as conservation requirements and groundwater transportation laws.  

a renewable water supply.

Underground water storage or recharge is a means of storing excess renewable water supplies 

the recharge program are to promote the use of renewable water supplies by allowing for storage 
and recovery, to allow water to be “transported” by storing water in one location but recovering a 
like quantity elsewhere, to reduce overdraft by storing water to prevent further water level declines, 
to use underground storage to address seasonal water demands and to augment the water supply.
The Underground Water Storage and Recovery program was established in 1986 by the Arizona 
Legislature.  In 1994, the Legislature enacted the Underground Water Storage, Savings, and 

A.R.S. §§ 45-801.01 through 45-898.01.  Recharge and recovery is an increasingly important tool 
in the management of Arizona’s water supplies, especially in meeting the goals of the Code. 



Arizona Water Atlas 
Volume 1

Appendices                           130

C.7  Dams and Reservoirs

of unsafe dams, inspection and oversight of existing dams, review of applications to construct, 

C.8  Arizona Drought and Conservation Programs

The 
monitoring, planning and response, and established state drought and conservation programs 

Drought Program
The Department’s Drought Program coordinates implementation of the Plan and three groups 
formed to address drought preparedness efforts in Arizona - a State Drought Monitoring Technical 

The Plan focuses on drought planning by rural communities that often have fewer water supply 

gathers and evaluates climate data and distributes drought information to land managers, policy-
makers and the public, and produces monthly drought status updates and a quarterly long-term 
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Figure C-1 Long Term Drought Status Map

managers, and other local coordinators, planning efforts for ten local drought impact groups have 
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group meets in the spring and fall to evaluate drought conditions and consider recommendations to 

Community water systems drought planning

reporting and drought planning requirements were part of a larger set of recommendations made 

must be submitted that includes information on water pumped or diverted, water received, water 

The reports and plans are intended to reduce community water systems’ vulnerability to drought 

The information submitted by the water systems will also allow the State to provide regional 

Conservation Program
The Department’s Conservation Program was created to provide an integrated approach to water 

C.9  Statewide Water Resource Assessments

Prior to publication of this Atlas, the only Department document that provided a broad overview of 
water supply and demand conditions as well as an analysis of water resource management issues 

The 1994 Assessment was built upon the State Water Plan prepared by the Arizona Water 

phases from 1975 to 1978 and was intended to provide necessary water resource information for 
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C.10  Water Replenishment Districts and Water Authorities

Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District

responsible for replenishing groundwater is the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment 

Mohave County Water Authority

18,500 acre-feet per year of Colorado River water from a member for allocation to municipal and 

upper San Pedro River and to help meet the water supply needs and water conservation requirements 

could issue revenue bonds, impose fees and other taxes and receive loans or grants from the State 

nd

C.11  Water-Related Agencies and Commissions

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality

1986 in response to growing concerns about groundwater quality, ADEQ administers a variety 
of programs to ensure that the quality of Arizona’s air, land and water resources meets regulatory 

monitoring and assessment, compliance management, cleanups of contaminated soil and water, 
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Arizona Corporation Commission

business in the state, registers and oversees securities offerings and dealers, and enforces railroad 

Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission
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